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Stellar Students
Alonzo Arostegui - 2019 Valedictorian

Alauna Rupert Marcus Douglas

Melodie Slaughter - 2019 Salutatorian

Alauna is the rising Senior class number
one student and is a great example of a
dedicated student athlete.
 
"The best thing about being a student 
at Hillcrest is the amount of school spirit everyone has.
 I feel like a majority of Hillcrest students really love our
school and take pride in it... 
 
After I graduate I plan to go to college to study biology
or biochemistry so I can go to medical school and
become an orthopedic surgeon."
 

Marcus is the latest Douglas family 
member to star in football at Hillcrest. 
Marcus bleeds BLUE and loves being 
a Hawk!
 
"The most important piece of advice 
I can give an incoming freshman that will help them
in high school would be absolutely do not slack off
or waste away your freshman year. It creates the
foundation for those high school years to come ...
starting off strong will help you enormously as you
begin your high school years."

Melodie will be attending the
University of Illinois-Chicago in
the fall. 

 
Her speech at the graduation
ceremony spoke of the power of
words and included the powerful
quote:
 

“The most important person who keeps us from
bold and righteous actions is ourselves.” 
 
Good luck Melodie! We are proud of you!

Alonzo will be attending the
University of Illinois-Urbana
Champaign in the fall. 
 
His speech at the graduation
ceremony spoke of the
challenges everyone meets as
they go through life. 
 

He included a quoted from Sir Winston Churchill,
“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: It is the
courage to continue that counts.” 
 
Good luck Alonzo! We are proud of you!
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Amazing Alumni

 

Cool Curriculum

Hillcrest Success across Generations
 
The Cobb family has had a long history with Hillcrest High School and their tradition will continue
into the future.  David E. Cobb started at Hillcrest in 1969, just a couple of years after the school had
opened. When he graduated in 1972, little did he know he was setting a family tradition that would
span generations.  After working as a musician for several years, he enjoyed a successful career in the
United States Army before retiring and settling in Fayetteville, North Carolina with his wife and two
younger sons.
 
His son, David A. Cobb started in 1986 and spent four years at Hillcrest working on academics,
building friendships and creating memories, participating in football and basketball. "I  have a lot of
great memories from high school; I enjoyed much of my time here with the friends I've grown to love
and call my brothers".  Since graduating in 1989, he has 
enjoyed a few hobbies like DJ’ing and riding motorcycles.  
 
The tradition continued into the third generation when 
David’s oldest daughter, Kaylin (Cobb) Reese started at 
Hillcrest in 2006.  Kaylin excelled at school and participated 
in Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Class, Mock Trial, and 
Spanish Club just to name a few. Her favorite memory of 
high school was getting to know people that came from 
feeder schools who are still her best friends now.  
She graduated in 2010 and earned a Bachelor’s Degree at 
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.  She has 
worked in law and is currently attending DePaul Law 
School.  
 
This year will start a new chapter for the Cobb family at 
Hillcrest. David’s next daughter, Sungie Cobb starts as a 
freshman this year. Sungie is already a Majorette and looks 
forward to participating in Freshman Class, Basketball and 
Speech Club.  As she attends Hillcrest, we are excited to help her build the education, relationships
and memories her grandfather, dad and sister have built.

This year the Social Science department is offering a BRAND NEW CLASS.  Chicago History is a
Junior/Senior elective class that offers insight into the rich, diverse history of Chicago.  Students
will embark upon a journey that details the urban growth and development of Chicago.  
 
Ms. Kristen Kaczmarek is very excited to be teaching this class, “Chicago has so much history that
often goes unnoticed.  This class will allow students to see the triumphs and tribulations along
with the developmental delays the city had.”  
 
For any further information about this course, or if you have any interesting historical
stories related to Chicago, please contact Ms. Kaczmarek at kkaczmarek@bhsd228.com.



 

What's New?
~ Over 100 freshman and their parents attended the Freshman Parent Workshop on June 18th and
learned valuable information on how to make their high school experience successful.
 
~ Summer sports camps have completed! Students participated in intensive training in many different
sports to encourage athletic participation in the new year.
 
~ Over the summer, a group of rising freshmen participated in a week long AP Boot Camp enrichment
program to acclimate them to the rigors of high school academics. They explored geography, culture,
climate science, and the life of a high school student. Some of the students wrote this about their
experiences:
 
"I think it should be a pretty good year because of all the things that AP Summer Boot Camp has
introduced us to in advance"
 
"This week was eye-opening for me... learned a lot about the classes and what I have to do to
prepare myself so I'm ready for freshman year."
 
~ The construction projects are moving right along.  These include: the new Field House, re-roofing of
the building, and new dugouts for both varsity softball and baseball fields.
 
 
 

 

Staff Spotlight
Jeremy Lannan is entering his fourth full year at Hillcrest as the Delta
Day Instructor. He is self described as a “jack of all trades,” and needs to
be as he teaches all subject areas on a daily basis. In addition, he has a
wide array of interests ranging from sports, woodworking, travel, and
continuing education. He currently is pursuing his Master’s in
Educational Administration - Principal Leadership.  Jeremy takes great
pride in what he has been able to accomplish at work and school, but
nothing is more important than his two children: JJ (age 11) and Evie
(age 8).  
 

When asked, “Why did you become a teacher,” Jeremy responded
with “I became a teacher to pay it forward. I was very lucky to have
many teachers and coaches believe in me at a time when I needed it
most. I have made it my goal to reach out and help guide as many
students as I possible can.”



 

Did You Know? 

Learn More About Hillcrest High School
Follow us on Twitter: @HCHawkEye                             School Website: https://hillcrest.bhsd228.com/ 

 
Questions or suggestions for the Hillcrest Happenings newsletter, contact:

Scott Buchanan (sbuchanan@bhsd228.com)

 Principal's Perspective 

- 32 staff members attended the summer retreat where they worked on goal setting for the upcoming school
year.
 
- The Class of 2019 earned $3,735,560 in college scholarships.
 
- Juniors who took the SAT Lunch Prep improved their Fall to Spring test score by 40.4 points.

In this first edition, I wanted to say THANKS to the
Committee who worked so diligently to put this
newsletter together in an effort to improve
communication with all of our stakeholders and
second, from the principal’s perspective, share
with you a few famous inspirational and
motivational quotes that inspire us as educators:
 
“Always seek to educate. For education is the
most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world and education is what survives
when what has been learned has been forgotten.”
(BF Skinner)
 
“Help your students develop a passion for
learning, for if you do, they will never cease to
grow.”. (Anthony D’Angelo)
 
"Education is the passport to the future, for
tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it
today." (Malcolm X)
 
“When educating the minds of our youth, we must
not forget to educate their hearts”. (Dalai Lama)
 
We look forward to developing lasting relationships
with our students as we help them grow and
develop into lifelong learners.
 
May you have a great and productive school year!
 
Go Hawks!
                                                               Dr. Simms

Fall Sports practices begin on August 12th.
 
The Freshman's 1st Day of school is Friday,
August 16th starting at 8:00 A.M.
 
The 1st Day of school for all students is
Monday, August 19th.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Open House and Ribbon Cutting for the
new Field House is scheduled for Tuesday,
August 13th from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M.
 

 

What's Next?

Join Us!


