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Mercedes Olmedo Jori Lacy
Jori Lacy is a leader among the Juniors and a star
student. She is the Junior Class Vice President,
DECA club treasurer, student council member and
participates in track. Jori's leadership skills were
last seen in her work with the Juniors lip synch
performance at the homecoming assembly.   

Jori has learned
many
leadership
skills while at
Hillcrest: time
management,
organization
and
communication
top her list; "I
feel more
comfortable
reaching out
and networking
with people
better." 

Her commitment and motivation has grown.  In
the future, Jori wants to be her own boss or part of
a bigger company. "I tend to think of ways to
better every situation and somehow make an
impact."  Her dreams include photography,
modeling and design.

Mercedes Olmedo is a star among the Juniors.
She is the Junior Class President, an AP student
and member of student council, junior leadership,  
softball, scholastic bowl and DECA.  
 
Mercedes'  impact can
be seen in the school 
through the work and 
organization of the 
Junior Class. With her 
guidance, the juniors 
organized and 
mobilized for 
Homecoming to make 
a memorable event 
for all students. 
 
Through her years 
here, Mercedes has 
learned patience, 
assertiveness, and 
good communication 
skills. 
 
"It’s key to maintain focus and not get distracted
or bothered by the little things."  
 
In the future, Mercedes plans to use her
leadership skills to earn a college degree and get
her dream job.



 

Amazing Alumni
Eriana James ('16)
[As a child], college was discussed in my family as if it was a
fantasy land… But [how come] no one went to this magical place?
The answers… were rooted in generational curses… because the
majority were teenage parents and making a way to support their
family while also growing as a young adult. This is when I knew I
would do things a little differently. In Spring 2016, I committed to
Georgetown University located in Washington, D.C. [where] I knew
absolutely NO ONE… an unfamiliar setting, atmosphere, and
culture. 
 
Georgetown has exposed me to many lows and many highs that I
would have not experienced anywhere else. For a nice chunk of my
time here, I have been battling with the concept of fear. Fear
always has been my #1 enemy in everything that I have done so
far in my life. For a very long time, I did not have a name for why I 
would back out of certain things or not pursue certain things that I knew were extremely beneficial to
me and my growth as a person. It took quite awhile and multiple therapy sessions to understand that
what I was feeling was fear. Once I had a name for what I was feeling, I made it my mission to not let
fear paralyze my success any further. 

As a result, I took on the scariest experience thus far in my life. I studied abroad in Spring 2019 in
Cape Town, South Africa. During my time in South Africa, I came face to face with post-apartheid life
within the country and how it is extremely visible that there is so much more progress that needs to
be made in order for South Africa to become a truly democratic nation. I became rather close to
economic inequality during my commute to campus. I stayed in a moderate suburb in Cape Town and
would pass by shacks structured as housing for local residents and families. What I viewed was
inhuman and completely devastating. Ironically, across the bridge was the Cape Town International
Airport and 20 minutes away from the airport was one of the wealthiest neighborhoods in South
Africa.
 
South Africa showed me that my true passion is education and making sure every human has access
to receiving an education and successfully prospering while obtaining an education despite their
intersectional background. 
 
Now that I have a clear head for what exactly it is that I am the most passionate about and what
drives me to wake up every morning, I have decided to do what is best for me in this next phase. I will
be taking a gap year between undergraduate and graduate studies and moving to Houston, TX to
establish a strong connection between myself and the Knowledge is Power Program. I believe this
next stage in my life will be the most challenging as I will be making my first move as a college
graduate and adult into yet another unfamiliar setting. However, I constantly remind myself to not let
fear paralyze my success, and I truly believe my next success is located in Houston, TX with a
Georgetown Degree in hand! 
 

“Do not let fear paralyze your success.” -  Eriana James



 

Staff Spotlight

 

Cool Curriculum

Hillcrest Welcomes New Faculty Members

Kayla Spornberger

Lynn Murphy

Steven Ramel

Ms. Murphy attended Hillsborough Community College in Tampa, FL,  received
a Bachelors degree in Media Communications from Webster University in Saint
Louis, MO, and earned a Masters degree in Media Psychology from Touro
University in California. She became a Business educator to combine her work
experience in the financial industry and academic knowledge in media to make
an impact in the lives of future world changers. She loves the spirit of Hillcrest
and all the opportunities students and staff have to develop their full potential.

Mr. Ramel teaches Business Classes including Digital Literacy, Personal
Finance, Sports Entertainment Marketing, Entrepreneurship, and Accounting.
He utilizes his prior experience in the business world where he learned about
the day-to-day operations of the business and all the behind-the-scenes
elements of running a business (marketing, budgeting, accounting). He started
his college career at Joliet Junior College and finished his undergrad work at
Trinity Christian College. Mr. Ramel appreciates that everyone at Hillcrest is
willing to help each other out; whenever he has reached out, the staff and
students have always come through to help.

Ms.  Spornberger teaches the new Integrated Math 1 at Hillcrest. A strong math
student in grammar school, she had awesome Math teachers who inspired her
towards mathematics. Ms. Spornberger is a first year teacher who completed
her student-teaching her in the Spring of 2019. Ever since that experience, she
has loved Hillcrest and its staff while appreciating the strong support she
received.

In Ms. Stronach's College and Career Ready Class, students
worked in groups of three to build different scaled soccer
goals.  Each group was given only one measurement, and
then they had to calculate all the missing lengths using ratios
and proportions.  
 
Next, the students had to measure, cut and assemble all the
goals from a simple diagram.  After the goal was constructed,
students then had to find the amount of netting they needed
to cover their goals.  After the soccer goals were completed,
Ms. Stronach's class went outside to test the products. 



 

Did You Know? 
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Questions or suggestions for the Hillcrest Happenings newsletter, contact:
Scott Buchanan (sbuchanan@bhsd228.com)

 Principal's Perspective 
"With everything, there's a line.
On one side of the line is a
greater chance to make good
things happen. On the other
side of the line, there's less of a
chance. It’s your choice where
you want to be. 
 
Choose to Commit, Work Hard,
Focus, and Bounce Back when
things get tough." 
 
Want more information? Pick up
a copy of the book Cross the
Line: It All Starts With A
Choice by Sam Parker.
 
Go Hawks!                                           

Dr. Simms

 

What's Next?
Tues, 11/5:       Chess Meet

Mon, 11/11:      Veterans Day - No School

Tues, 11/12:     Boys Bowling

Thurs, 11/14:   Boys Bowling

Tues, 11/19:     Boys Bowling

       Girls Basketball

Thurs, 11/21:   Boys Bowling

Tues, 11/26      Boys Bowling

Weds, 11/27:   School Improvement Day

Thurs, 11/28:   Thanksgiving - No School

Fri, 11/29:         No School
 
*Home athletic events listed only. For more
information concerning Hillcrest's upcoming
athletic events, please visit:
 https://il.8to18.com/HillCrestHS
 

The Milwaukee Tool Company has donated a pallet full of tools to
our school to build our tech education program after Mr. Coyle
reached out to them. 
 

Thank you to the Milwaukee Tool Company!

 

What's New?

After applying for and winning a grant in January 2019
through the Chicago Region Tree Initiative, the
Ecology Club started preparing for the April 2019
survey by the team from Morton Arboretum. Before
choosing the trees, they considered the environmental
and aesthetic impacts of the trees. 
 
With the help of James King, the Ecology Club  and the
Morton Arboretum team were able to plant 15 trees on
Oct 2nd. The students picked three birch trees for the
front of the campus to help with flooding on the south
east corner, two plum trees near the horseshoe to
provide fruit and beautiful colors to the school, and
three along  the outdoor classroom to provide shade.
The other trees were placed to help with other
environmental needs of the campus. 
 
The students finished their experience with a field trip
to the Moron Arboretum, where they were able to see
the same types of trees they planted in full growth. 
 


