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Stellar Students
Girl Power at Hillcrest

Student Leadership at Hillcrest can also be
described as “Girl Power”. Four young ladies, Starr
Branch, Dezaray English, Emaria Henderson and
Jaedah Franks, all seniors, have helped shape
decisions and direction of this year’s student
council. They have committed their service to the
club working with staff and students on many
different student activities.  

Pictured Left to Right: Jaedah Franks, Emaria Henderson, Dezaray English, Starr Branch

Dezaray English, Co Vice President - Dezaray has worked hard in academics and service while in high school.  She is in
the top 10 of her class, a member of National Honor Society and has served on Student Council all four years.  She helped
make many decisions that shaped the 2019 prom and as a senior, she has helped plan activities and has acted as a
spokesperson for Hillcrest with the media.  Dezaray has also participated in Volleyball and Majorettes. Her favorite Hillcrest
memory is last year when she won as Junior Homecoming Princess.  She plans to attend a four year HBCU (possibly Prairie
View, A&M or Jackson State) where she would like to major in pre-medicine and business.
 
Emaria Henderson, Co Vice President - Emaria has always been a leader at Hillcrest and has been involved in Student
Council for three years. She has been active in Majorettes, Poms Dance, Girls Track, African Student Association, Drama and
Yearbook during her four years at our school.  Her favorite memory as a student was the first Pep Rally for Homecoming
she participated in with the Band.  After graduation, she would like to attend college and obtain a license to become a Real
Estate Agent.  
 
Jaedah Franks, Secretary - Jaedah has been an active member in student council since freshman year. She has also
participated in cheering and she played softball. Her favorite Hillcrest memory is when Hillcrest hosted the Spirit Showdown
her freshman year. “It was fun being around other students in the district and it was special being able to show my Hawk
pride!”, Jaedah recalled about the event.  After graduation Jaedah plans to attend  a four year university to major in biology
and later work in medicine.

Starr Branch, President - Starr is small, but has a 
big heart as a leader.  She has been a student council 
member for 3 years. She was Junior Class president 
and helped make many decisions  that shaped the 
2019 prom. She has been involved in Majorettes, 
Poms Dance, and Girls Track & Field. Her favorite 
memory at Hillcrest was her freshman year pep rally.
Starr remembered,  “It was just so much fun and good energy that made me feel good to be a student at Hillcrest!”
Starr plans to attend a four year university to study kinesiology/exercise science, she plans to expand her dance
career in the future. 



 

Amazing Alumni
DaJaon Jones ('19)
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DaJaon Jones is a 2019 graduate who is
currently attending Eastern Illinois
University majoring in Construction
Management.  He knew this was the field
for him due to his love for working with his
hands, and knowing that he had played a
part in the construction of something.  
 
DaJaon said he always loved building things,
and the Industrial Technology program at
Hillcrest allowed him to showcase his skills.  
He points out that the classes at Hillcrest
helped him with his current classes at EIU,
“Everything that I learned with the Industrial
Technology program at Hillcrest, allowed
me to excel in my classes at Eastern. 
Taking my construction classes at EIU were
second nature to me.”  
 
This summer DaJaon is embarking on an
internship with Lithko Contracting
Company, which is a paid internship.  

He will be working and living in Indiana with his housing paid for, and working 40-55 hours a
week.  DaJaon said, “Students should take Industrial Technology because there are so many
job opportunities in that field.  Also, if you have a passion to improve things and make them
more efficient than before, this is the program for you.”  
 
After earning his degree in Construction Management, DaJaon plans to work for one of the top
5 construction companies in the United States.  His advice for current students, “Believing in
yourself is the first secret to success.”

Believing in yourself is the first secret to success.



 

Staff Spotlight
Hillcrest Welcomes New Faculty
My name is Maria Granat and I am the new CORE and
GLC social worker. I am very excited to be working
with the students and staff at Hillcrest High School. 
 
I graduated from Illinois State University with a major
in Psychology and then went on to attend the
University of Illinois at Chicago for my Master's in
Social Work with a concentration in Schools. 
 
My passion for helping others came from my amazing
high school counselors who helped me through so
much. "Reaching out for help is not a sign of
weakness; it's a sign of courage, strength and hope."

 

My name is Ms. Amy Loconte and I am in my 7th year
of teaching special education. 
 
This is my passion in life, and I am blessed to be able
to bring my talents to Hillcrest. I have previously
taught at the elementary level, middle school level,
and high school level. High school is my favorite level
to teach. 
 
I love working here at Hillcrest with the amazing
students and staff. The level of dedication the
teachers and staff give the students here is amazing. 
 
In the short time I have been at Hillcrest I have built
amazing relationships with my students. I cannot wait
to continue my career here at Hillcrest and in the
Country Club Hills community.   



 

Cool Curriculum
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Questions or suggestions for the Hillcrest Happenings newsletter, contact:
Scott Buchanan (sbuchanan@bhsd228.com)

Sat, 2/1:          Boys Basketball vs. HF

Tues, 2/11:      Girls Basketball vs. OF

Mon, 2/17:     Presidents Day - No School

Wed, 2/19:     Early Dismissal for Students  

Fri, 2/21:         Boys Basketball vs. TFN

Sat, 2/29:        Girls Track & Field
 
*Home athletic events listed only. For more
information concerning Hillcrest's upcoming
athletic events, please visit:
 https://il.8to18.com/HillCrestHS
 

 

What's Next?

Hillcrest graduates: Kaylen Lifter, Danielle Douglas,
Olivia Douglas, Zahria McWaye, & Jalen Norman

As part of her FCCLA classes, Ms. Michelle
Youngberg invited Hillcrest graduates back
to school to share their perspectives on a
post-H.S. world. This "Coffee & Question"
gathering brought together Hillcrest seniors
with the grads who could share their
experiences at different types of colleges
and answer the seniors' questions.

Danielle Douglass ('19): Attending Iowa
State University studying Animal Science to
become a veterinarian.
Advice to current students: "Do what is best
for you and what makes you happy."
 
Zahria McWaye ('19): Attending Jackson
State University - pre-veterinary Biology.
Memories from Hillcrest: Majorette/Band,
Track & Field
Advice to current students: "High school
doesn't prepare you for college. College
prepares you for college."  
 

Kaylen Lifter ('19): Attending Morgan State
University with plans to own a construction
company.
Advice to current students: "Be Organized!! No
Procrastination."
 
Jalen Norman ('19): Attending Jackson State
University.
Memories from Hillcrest: Playing Tennis
 
Olivia Douglas ('17): Attending Howard
University.
Memories from Hillcrest: Cheering with Ms. Donald
and delivering passes for the counselors' office.
Advice to current students: "Apply yourself in high
school because it will help you once you
graduate." 
 


