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Stellar Students

Hillcrest recognizes student-athletes who have excelled this fall season.

Essence Knighten-El is a
strong addition to the
Cross-Country team. Cocaptain and first year
newcomer,
Knighten-El adds grit to the
Hawk line up.
She is currently ranked 2nd
in the Class of 2021
academically.

Tywon is a football player using
his time to stay in athletic shape
by joining the Boys Cross Country
Team.

Essence Knighten-El

In his second year
playing, Immanuel
Moore has quickly
stepped into the role
as the Hillcrest Golf
team's most consistent
and reliable golfer.
Immanuel understands
what it means to have Immanuel
fun while working hard each day.

Tywon Lee

Tywon leads the team with the
fastest three mile time, and is
passing all of his academic class
during this time of the new
normal.

Mariah Bates and Kyliah Shirley have been something
special for Hillcrest tennis over the last three years. Paired
together since they were sophomores and starting on
varsity, they have been nearly inseparable. They have
grown together both on and off the court.

Moore

Immanuel's positive energy and
commitment to our team represents
what it means to be a Hillcrest golfer.

Unfortunately, their senior year is being
shortened but that hasn't dampened their
love of the sport or their commitment to
the team. We have dubbed this season
"Making Lemonade", for making the best
out of a difficult situation. The senior
co-captains are also close off the court.
Ky is ranked 6th in the senior class while
Mariah is right behind her at 7th.
Both ladies are planning to study in the
healthcare field in college and both are
considering playing college tennis. They are
truly Hawks at their best!

Mariah Bates and
Kyliah Shirley
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Amazing Alumni
Brandon Smith ('14)
Dedicated, determined, and devoted are just three of the many words
that describe Mr. Brandon Smith. Since he graduated from Hillcrest in
2014, his educational journey has been nothing short of extraordinary.
Brandon is a first generation college student who graduated from
Western Illinois with his Bachelor of Science degree in Law
Enforcement and Justice Administration with a minor in African
American Studies in 2018. However, he didn’t stop there. Instead, he
received his Master of Science degree in Public Safety Administration
from Western in 2020, and now is pursuing his Ph.D. in Criminology at Southern Illinois
University - Carbondale.
When asked why he wanted to pursue a degree in Criminal Justice he replied, “I chose Criminal
Justice as a career because I want to make a difference. The desire to help those in need,
protect the greater good, and serve my community are my passions. My loved ones, my
community, especially the young Black men from my hometown of Robbins, IL, are my
motivation to change the narrative and not become another statistic.” Brandon hopes to
pursue a career as a Warden for a prison or become a federal agent, with hopes of one day
becoming an academic professor at an institution.
Brandon is a proud member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and won First Place with his
research on the great Vertner Woodson Tandy for Thomas E. Helm Undergraduate Research
Day held at Western University. He has also served as a Graduate Academic Advisor for
student organizations on campus and worked as a Graduate Assistant with the Gwendolyn
Brooks Cultural Center.
When reflecting on his time at Hillcrest he said, “My coaches and the faculty members made
my time at Hillcrest fulfilling. Ms. Dade was such a huge help with my development as a
student and as a young man. Her motivation, willingness to help, and advice helped me make
a lot of right decisions and installed some lifelong values.” He also pointed out that if he could
go back and tell himself something Freshman year at Hillcrest it would be, “It is not ‘lame’ to
join different clubs or do after school activities because it will benefit you in the future.”
He had this advice for Hillcrest students, “Have fun, join clubs and sports, make memories, but
always keep academics first! Try to build relationships with staff and find a mentor, this will
benefit you with your growth as a person.”
Brandon is definitely an Amazing Alumni, and we are so proud of his endeavors and
accomplishments.

What's New?

October is College Application Month for our seniors!
Our College & Career Readiness Counselor, Ms. Vela will be hosting
many events this month to assist our seniors in their enrollment
journey. Some of the events are college application workshops,
FAFSA completion workshops, raffles for SAT prep, virtual college
representative visits, virtual college campus visits, games, and google
classroom visits.
Remember Seniors, it is best to get your college applications
completed before Halloween so that you can qualify for merit scholarships!

Dinah Lett

Additionally, every Friday is "FAFSA Friday." Ms. Kendra King from
ISAC will be available to assist our Hillcrest Hawks and their families
with their financial aid applications
Please see our calendar of upcoming events on the Counselor's
Corner website for more information.

Serene Maddox-Johnson

Finally, we are really proud to announce that Aniya Downs, Serene
Maddox-Johnson, and Dinah Lett have already been accepted to one
or more colleges. Dinah Lett has even been offered merit scholarships
from multiple universities.

Did You Know?

Hillcrest High School shares information with the
community through twitter (@HCHawkEye),
Instagram (hchs_hawks), and our school website
(https://hillcrest.bhsd228.com/).
Follow us today!

Tuesday, November 3 - Election Day
No School
Wednesday, November 11 - Veterans Day
No School
Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving Day
No School

Staff Spotlight

Ms. Kaczmarek has taught Spanish and Social Science courses
at Hillcrest High School for the past ten years. When she was
asked to teach a new history course last year, Chicago History,
she was very excited to bring her knowledge to her students,
“I wanted them to know as much as possible about the vast and
interesting history of Chicago. I immediately signed up to take
some professional development courses at the Chicago History
Museum, so I could tell its story.”
While attending the courses at the museum, Ms. Kaczmarek
learned about the Teacher Advisory Board the museum offers.
The Board works with the Chicago History Museum’s School
Program Coordinators and advises them on projects, programs, and exhibitions. The
Board also attends different Professional Development programs geared towards teaching
and learning, and sometimes tries new resources and programs with students to share
feedback for improvement.

“Everyone and everything has a story.”
“When I was asked to join, I was shocked and thrilled at the same time. I couldn’t wait to
start working with educators and the museum on different educational opportunities for
my students.”
Ms. Kaczmarek was so interested in one of the presentations and book talks she attended
on the Chicago Race Riots of 1919, that she decided to present on how she teaches this
lesson at the 22nd Annual Illinois History Conference this October. Ms. Kaczmarek said, “I
couldn’t believe I grew up on the South Side of Chicago and had never been taught about
the riots. I want to take the information I learned and share with other educators so this
story is not forgotten or brushed over in any history course.”
Ms. Kaczmarek stated, “History is one big book, and it is important that each person in
that book is allowed to tell their story so it is remembered. The Chicago History Museum
allows me to learn about people’s stories that are often overlooked or brushed aside. I am
honored that I am allowed to keep the stories alive in my history classes.”
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